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Di-vine Divas

Boston group delivers a sophisticated wake-up call
to the wine industry about its real customers

By Linda Murphy

CuroNicLE WINE EDiToR

Boston

ay Area TV weatherman and wine
aficionado Spencer Christian, mi-

crophone in hand, inhaled the
aroma of the South African Chardonnay,
took a sip and described for the dinner
crowd of 150 the wine’s ample apple and
pear aromas and flavors.

“I'm not getting that,” said one wom-
an at table No. 5. “I'm not smelling any-
thing . . . Is the wine corked?”

Her nine tablemates froze, deer in the
headlights. They went silent, but their
eyes asked, “What is ‘corked’? Is there
something wrong with this wine that [
should have detected? Is learning about
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Jamie Foster (right), a Bowie, Md., wine consultant, and New York
importer Michele Anderson at the Divas Uncorked conference.
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sisters who sip!

Luncheon Speakers:

wine really this difficult? Can I geta Cos-
mo instead?”

Gert Cowan tooka glass of the wine in
question to her friend at another table.
Barbara Cruz took a sniff and agreed that
the Chardonnay was indeed corked,
with a slight musty, cardboard aroma
that is the sign of a faulty natural cork. A
fresh bottle was poured and as the diners
smelled it, pop! went the light bulbs in
their heads. It did indeed smell and taste
of apple and pear, and when compared
to the corked wine, well, there was no
comparison.

It was a classic “aha” moment in wine
and it came during the dinner that fol-
lowed the “Wine, Women and ...
Flights of Fancy” conference on Feb. 5
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